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       Sunday, February 13, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 116:5-14:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 12 – CHAPTER 7A
The God Who is Coming  & 
The God Who Becomes a Human Being
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!
9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins 
and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure 
is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
INTRODUCTION
Chapter 7 introduces us to the God who is there by highlighting two “sweeping themes:” 1. The God Who is Coming, looks forward to a visitation from God, a visitation that will change everything. This trajectory of expectation, waiting for God to come, rushes forward until it runs into the second theme; 2. The God Who Becomes a Human Being or the incarnation, the God who becomes a human being.

(Note: Since we are viewing his video presentation and not reading his book, we have even less of his teaching from the Prophets section of the Old Testament. Dr. Carson does represent the books of the Prophets by the theme, The God Who Is Coming, but in the video it is ever so brief. In fact, he starts with the incarnation.)
The God Who Becomes a Human Being
	- This theme presupposes that this God keeps telling us that He is coming.

	- In one sense God comes to Abraham. He comes to Moses and gives him certain tasks. He comes to David and establishes a dynasty. In the Old Testament, through large numbers of the books of the prophets, God is repeatedly said to come.

	- Sometimes the coming of the Lord means judgment as in “the day of the Lord.”

	- He also keeps promising to come with forgiveness and hope, with the ultimate Davidic king. Isaiah 9:6-7. A king who is coming who will reign on David’s throne.


Ezekiel 34:1-6, 10, 12-16, 23-24
	- Shepherds: the rulers, the nobles, the leaders, the priests.

	- Then what God says in effect is, “I will not only judge the false shepherds. I Myself will become the shepherd of My people.”

	- God says in other words: “All these false shepherds are just ruining the flock. I Myself will be their shepherd.

	- Somehow this promise of God Himself coming and a Davidic king coming get merged.


The New Testament
	- The four first books of the NT are often called “Gospels”: Matthew, Mark, Luke & John. They all begin in some way with the coming of Jesus. John the Baptist points to Jesus.

	- Luke’s Gospel depicts an angelic visitation to Mary promising her a virginal conception such that the child born in her would be called the Son of God.

	- Matthew’s Gospel looks at the coming of Jesus more from Joseph’s perspective. Joseph was to give the baby the name Jesus, the Greek form of Joshua which means “Yahweh saves.” The whole rest of the book of Matthew is to be read as the book in which Yahweh saves His people from their sins. Every chapter of that book can be fit under that theme.


John 1:1-18
	- John’s Gospel begins by thinking of the coming of the eternal Son, the coming of God, in theological terms.


The Word: God’s Self-Expression (John 1:1)

	- The One who is coming is simply called “the Word.” In the beginning was God’s self-expression. This One who become flesh, who takes on human identity, is one with God, God’s own agent in creation, God’s own self. 

	- What title is adequate for Jesus? “The word of the Lord came to the prophet, saying . . .” So God has disclosed Himself in revelation. In Genesis 1, God spoke and the world came into being. All these things that God’s word accomplishes. Word is appropriate for Jesus.


What John Says about the Word (John 1:2-13)
	- 1. The Word creates us; Jesus is God’s own agent in creation. We are His dependent creatures.

	- 2. The Word gives us light and life. John wrote this Gospel with the expectation his readers would see new things as they keep rereading it.

	- Example: The first reading of 1:3-5 gives a sense of physical light in creation. But, after reading 1:6-8, verse 4-5 now speak of the light as revelation and truth from God, truth that is overcoming the darkness of moral corruption and ignorance.

	- Should verses 4-5 be read in the light of verse 3 or in the light of verses 6-8? Both!

	- 3. The Word confronts and divides us. 1:10-13. Many were puzzled by Jesus. Some were repulsed by Him. God’s coming in a human being did not guarantee a universal revival with everybody turning to Him.

	- Some did receive Him. They were not simply humanly born. They were born of God. They are different because God has done something new in them. They are a new creation. There is a new birth. He is starting something over in them, and they truly believe who Jesus really is.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 7
Isaiah through Malachi says: After the exile, God promised that He Himself would come as the true king in the line of David and would make a new agreement with His people where His law would be written on their hearts and they would be changed from the inside out.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 7
John 1:1-2 (NIV) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
John 1:14 (NIV) 

14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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Sunday, February 13, 2011
SESSION 12 – CHAPTER 7A
The God Who is Coming & The God Who Becomes a Human Being – Isaiah – Malachi
Sermon: The Bible says: God humbles the proud!
Text: Daniel 4:1-37
God is in charge of the affairs of all men and all nations.
Daniel 4:25 (NIV) 25 . . . the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes.
Daniel points to the coming Christ throughout his book.
Daniel 2:34-35 – The Rock
Daniel 7:13-14 – The Son of Man, the Ancient of Days
Daniel 9:25-26 – The Messiah, the Anointed One
Summary of Daniel 1-3

Daniel 1 - God has not forsaken His children
Daniel 2 - Kingdoms rise and fall, but the kingdom of God is forever
Daniel 3 - God was faithful to deliver
Outline Daniel 4 - God did not give up on Nebuchadnezzar
1-3 Introduction that states the conclusion - “I’ve been converted!”
4-18 Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony - pt.1 - “This is my dream”
19-27 Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony - pt.2 - “My conversation with Daniel”
28-33 Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony - pt.1 - “I was humbled!”
34-37 Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony - pt.1 - “I’ve been converted!”





















