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       Sunday, February 27, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 103:6-14
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 14 – CHAPTER 8A
The God Who Grants New Birth
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!
9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins 
and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure 
is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

INTRODUCTION
Chapter 8, The God Who Grants New Birth, involves a conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, a Jewish scholar and legislator. The point of the exchange is about Jesus promising life-transforming power in a new origin, a new birth. You can start over with new vitality provided by God’s own Spirit.
The God Who Grants New Birth
	- The Bible’s storyline has set up from the opening chapters of Genesis a massive tension between the fact that God made everything good but because of evil a rebellion against God sprang up from within man to usurp to himself the prerogatives belonging only to God (Genesis 3). Out of this idolatry came all of the social evils that we know.

	- With everyone wanting to be at the center of the universe, there can only be strife. “If God exists, He better serve me or I’ll find another one.” Here is the beginning of all idolatry. If our life has come from God and we rebel against Him, what have we left but death?

	- God, instead of wiping out rebels, calls out one man, Abraham, and his family, flawed through and through. To begin the process of starting a new humanity in a covenant with Him, anticipating that He will ultimately save men and women from every tongue, tribe and nation, God shows how there needs to be sacrifice for sin. If our revolt against God results in death, does not God’s justice require death to forgive the sinner?

	- The beginning of the sacrificial system under the old covenant. Eventually God promises a Redeemer, a Messiah, from the royal Davidic line with more than David’s genes. 

	- Isaiah 9:6-7. Old Testament promises look forward to the time when the Word, God’s own self-expression, Himself God the Son, becomes a human being, living for a while among us. He became flesh, the perfect locus of grace and truth. The God who is there has disclosed Himself. The God-Man, Jesus, Yahweh saves.

	- How does this help us? 1. We need to be reconciled to God. 2. We must be morally transformed, else we just keep rebelling again and again. 3. We need all the effects of sin somehow to be reversed and overcome, else death keeps on winning.

	- The Bible holds out hope of a transformed universe. The Bible’s vision is the prospect that we are genuinely reconciled to the God who is there, with the kind of thorough transformation that leaves no hint of self-centeredness and death behind.

	- Starting with God’s incarnation, how, then, does God address the needs listed above? In part by granting us new birth.


Introduction to the New Birth – John 3:1-15
	- Does “born again” mean name change? Barna poll discovered that the morals and mores of so-called born-again people are really not that much different from those of the general public. Is that what Jesus has in mind?

	- To talk about “new birth” or “born again” from the perspective of some kind of commitment is looking at it from our side. But, the nature of birth looks at it from the other side. The child does not make a commitment to come out of his mother’s womb. 

	- As far as we know, born-again language was not used in the Jewish world of Jesus’ day until He invented the term. Find out what He meant by it.


1. What Jesus Actually Said about Being Born Again (John 3:1-10)
	- Nicodemus, a Pharisee, from a conservative branch of Judaism, known in the community for discipline, good deeds, orthodoxy and sometimes excessive rules. Member of the ruling counsel, the Sanhedrin, a religious and political elite.

	- v.10 Nicodemus, the teacher in Israel, the grand woofty, comes to Jesus at night. Why? Nicodemus shows up several times in this book, and every time he doesn’t care what people think. He possesses an extraordinarily independent spirit.

	- How does John use light and darkness, day and night? 1. Because it was night. 2. John likes to play with these sorts of things. Jesus dismisses Judas and John says, “And it was night” (13:30). John is making a deeper comment. Judas went out into the horrible darkness of lostness, without light and without hope. Thus, Nicodemus came with a certain “lostness” when he come to Jesus at night.

	- Why does Nicodemus say “we” when he addresses Jesus? Nicodemus comes with a measure of respect, yet with an element of self-importance, pomposity. “We have come to the conclusion that You are a teacher sent from God.” 

	- 3:3 “No one can see the kingdom of God without being born again.” What’s the connection? How is that a response to what Nicodemus said? Has something been left out of the discussion that would help us understand? 

	- Carson – “Connection is much simpler.” Key: the meaning of the kingdom of God. Nicodemus sees Jesus’ acts in someway as God’s reign, God’s power, concluding that “God is with You.” But Jesus says, “You don’t see a blessed thing. You can’t see the kingdom unless you are born again.” 

	- What Jesus is doing is gently but firmly knocking down Nicodemus’ pretensions. “To see this kingdom, the kingdom that Jesus is introducing, you have to be born again.”

	- Nicodemus was not a stupid man. What Jesus is promising is a new beginning. “Jesus, what You are promising is too much! How can you possibly start over? Life doesn’t have a second addition.” 

	- Jesus is saying, “What we need is new men and women, not new institutions; new lives not new laws; new creatures, not new creeds; new people not new displays of power. Nicodemus, you don’t understand what’s going on at all.”


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 8
John 3:1-15 says: Jesus came to fulfill God's promise that He would make His people completely new from the inside out.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 8
John 1:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
John 3:6-7 (NIV) 6 “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at My saying, ‘You must be born again.’ ”
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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Sunday, February 27, 2011
SESSION 14 – CHAPTER 8A
The God Who Grants New Birth – John 3:1-15
Sermon: The Bible says: Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
Text: 1 Peter 1:1-5
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