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       Sunday, March 20, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from Psalm 66:16-20
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 17 – CHAPTER 9B
The God Who LOVES
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

14. Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
15. Our grounding in Christ births joy in our hearts that sustains us through suffering!
16. Our faith is proved genuine as Christ empowers us through trials!
Introduction
Chapter 9, The God Who Loves. What the Bible says about God’s love is rich, it’s evocative, diverse, powerful, humbling, subtle and utterly life transforming. Indeed, the Bible goes so far as to insist that the love Christians ought to have for each other should mirror and be part of the internal love-life within God Himself. The love we have for fellow human beings who are not believers, and who may in some cases be bitter enemies, must reflect the love of God who sends His Son and His rain upon the just and the unjust alike. What this talk provides is the merest introduction to one of the grandest themes found in all the Bible. This is the God who loves.
The God Who Loves
Review & New
Five Different Ways the Bible Speaks of the Love of God (a way of speaking)
	- The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God by Don Carson


  1. There is love of God within the Godhead.
  2. God’s love can refer to His general care over His creation. Providential love.
  3. God’s love as a kind of moral, inviting, commanding sense.
  4. God’s love is elective/selective, frankly discriminating.
  5. Once God is in connection with His own people, His love is often conditional.
John 3:16-21
  1. In the Bible It Is Simply Astonishing that God loves Us (John 3:16)

  2. The Measure of God’s Love for Us Is Jesus (John 3:16)

	- John’s Gospel is rich in the expressions that talk about the love of the Father for the Son and the love of the Son for the Father. John 17, in eternity past the Father loved the Son and the Son loved the Father in a perfection of love. Thus, God really doesn’t need us.

	- God chooses to love us. The measure of this love is Jesus. When God gives us His Son, He is in essence giving us Himself.

	- a. What did giving Jesus cost the Father? b. What love does Jesus Himself show?

	- “Let the little children come to Me” (Matt. 19:14).

	- Matthew 12:18-21 – Images: Candle – He fans it back into flame. A bruised reed – He builds it up. His love is gentle, edifying, compassionate.

	- Matt 23:15-16, 33 – At the end of His denunciation you find Him weeping over the city.

	- Jesus, whipped, beaten and broken, cries, “Father, forgive them, for they don not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:24).

	- So moving is this love of God as shown in Christ that it is not uncommon for them to break out in delight at the thought. “who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20).

	- Learn “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” (Eph 3:19).

	- Know this love “that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:19).


  3. The Purpose of God’s Love for Us Is That We Might Have Life (John 3:16-18)

	- Notice the pairs: (1) not perish vs. have eternal life; (2) not to condemn vs. save the world.

	- The purpose of God’s love for us is clear and directed. Jesus doesn’t go to the cross because He’s a victim of fate. It is to save people from condemnation that is already hanging over them. (John 3:36; 3:17-18)

	- John 6; Jesus is the Bread of Life. Anybody in the first century knows that you live because the chicken died. Either we die or it dies. When you eat you eat dead cow or dead lettuce. All gave their life for you. Substitution is the point.

	- Jesus is saying, “I die so that you may live.” “Unless you eat my flesh, you will die.”

	- Jesus dies a substitutionary death. He does not deserve to die. He dies so we don’t have to.


  4. The Means by Which We Come to Enjoy This Love and Life Is Faith (John 3:16, 18)

	- Just as people were saved by simply looking at, by trusting in, by believing in the bronze snake that God had provided, so also we believe in Christ and find life (3:14-15).

	- What Jesus wants us to do is trust Him.


Conclusion

	- If this is true, then the first response to it ought to be gratitude, contrition, thankfulness and frank faith.

	- “When I am ungrateful, I am selfish and immature. When I am overflowing with gratitude I am healthy, other-oriented, servant-minded, Christ-exalting, and joyful.” John Piper

	- The Hound of Heaven by Francis Thompson

	- Our meaning does not come from being independent. That is what may destroy us. Our meaning comes from basking in a right and ordered relationship to the living God, peculiarly and overwhelmingly loved by Him.

	- Richard Cory by Edwin Arlington Robinson. “All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.”

	- Testimony by Malcolm Muggeridge. “I beg you to believe me, multiply these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, and they are nothing – less than nothing, a positive impediment – measured against one draught of that living water Christ offers to the spiritually thirsty, irrespective of who or what they are.”


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 9
John 3:16-21 says: Amazingly, God loves the sinful world, which had rebelled against Him, enough to send His Son Jesus, whom He loved for good reasons, to die to save anyone who will believe in Him.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 9
John 3:16-18 (NIV) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because He has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, March 20, 2011
SESSION 17 – CHAPTER 9B
The God Who Loves – John 3:16-21
Sermon: The Bible says: The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!
Text: 1 Peter 1:8-9
What our new birth looks like: “In His great mercy . . .”
	Inheritance 
	Salvation – Your life in heaven

	(The bridge between now and eternity)

Hope, Faith/Believe, Joy

	Your life on earth
	New Birth

	
	
	

	Christ’s Cross & Resurrection
	
	Our Earthly Death & Resurrection


This picture of our new birth gives us reason to rejoice and maintain hope while we suffer through trials here on this earth.
Three things trials will not strip us of:

1. Our hope of eventually being free from suffering (1:6)

2. Our intimate relationship with Christ (1:7)

3. A deep and expansive joy as a companion in our suffering (1:8-9)

Romans 5:1-6  “at just the right time”

1:8 There may be an absence of physical sight, but not an absence of communication.

Our relationship with Christ grows one layer of trust upon another.
It’s the work of God’s Holy Spirit using God’s Word to transform us into the likeness of God’s Son.

The future has invaded the present through the redeeming, resurrected and ascended Savior who has given us His Holy Spirit now as a down payment for the inheritance that awaits us in heaven.






















