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A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

From 
Psalm 139:13-18:
_____________________________________________________________
SESSION 2 – CHAPTER 1B
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THE GOD WHO MADE EVERYTHING

REVIEW
        The best way to introduce & examine Christianity:


The Bible: Christianity’s Foundational Documents

Genesis 1 & 2 and Science

1. More ambiguity than some Christians recognize

2. More ambiguity than some scientists recognize.

3. A version of the Intelligent Design debate

4. “What is the least that Genesis 1 and the following chapters must be saying for the rest of the Bible to make any sense?

At a minimum, what do Genesis 1-2 tell us?

A. SOME THINGS ABOUT GOD

1. God simply is.

	- If man is the test of everything, we then have the right to judge if God exists.

	- All of our knowledge must come to us in some sense by God disclosing what He knows.


2. God made everything that is non-God.

	- An irreducible distinction between Creator and creature. God is not a creature and we are not creators. God’s existence is not dependent on anything.

	- Everything in the universe apart from God is finally dependent upon God.


3. There is only one of Him.

	- “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Deut. 6:4 There is only one of Him.


TODAY
4. God is a talking God.
	- “God said, ‘Let there be light’” (1:3)

	- God actually addresses them and gives them some responsibilities. Gen. 1:28; 2:15-17

	- God has personality and dares to disclose Himself in words that human beings understand.


5. Everything God makes is good – very good.
	- no hint in Genesis 1-2 of death or decay, of butchery, malice, hate, one-upmanship, arrogance, pride, or destruction.

	- The Bible insists that God is good.


6. God comes to an end of His creative work, and He rests.
	- God stops doing His work of creation.

	- God rests and designates this seventh day in a special way. Genesis 2:2-3


7. [Bonus] The creation proclaims His greatness and glory. (Implied)
	- The more we know about the created order – its vastness, its complexity, etc., from the unimaginable dimensions to the minuteness of subatomic particles, our response is adoration and genuine awe before the Creator. Psalm 19:1-4

	- The Bible insists that God is good.



B SOME THINGS HUMAN BEINGS
1. We are made in the image of God.
	- We have many attributes in common with other creatures.

	- Genesis insists human beings and human beings alone are made in the image of God.

	- Image of God: 1. a kind of master concept that reflects God. 

	- 2. God speaks to human beings, and they speak back to Him.

	- 3. Creativity – God makes things and implanted a certain creativity in man as a reflection.

	- 4. Capacity to work. God engaged in the work of creation. It is intrinsically honorable. Our work reflects Him and is offered back to Him. Work signifies we are made in the image of God.

	- Unbridgeable differences between God and us. God’s function as the sovereign ruler finds His image in man being put in charge of the rest of the created order.

	- Meaning is bound up with the fact that we were made by God, in His image, and for God, with an eternal destiny. Otherwise we slouch toward “self-referential incoherence.” i.e. we compare ourselves with ourselves.

	- As image bearers we work, rule, serve – all the while being surpassingly God-centered.


2. Human beings were made male and female.
	- “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 2:18

	- Male and female were equally made in the image of God and come together in one union, a sexual union, a marriage union.

	- The woman is one with the man but is transparently different. She is the man’s sexual and emotional counterpart. 


3. The man and his wife were innocent.
	- “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” 2:25 

	- Adam and Eve have nothing to hide and therefore nothing to be ashamed of.


C. SOME THINGS ABOUT HOW GENESIS 1-2 FIT INTO THE WHOLE BIBLE AND INTO OUR LIVES
1. These two chapters constitute the necessary background to Genesis 3.
	- Without understanding how good everything is, we cannot fully grasp “the fall.”


2. This doctrine of creation actually surfaces again in the Bible, in passages written after the coming of Jesus.
	- This notion of creation is transformed by a new creation and ultimately a new heaven and a new earth. What is finally needed is for God to do a new creative act, to begin again, to create people over again, to create a new existence. Jesus is called “the second Adam.”


3. Above all, this vision shapes our worldview.
	- Pagan polytheistic gods have different domains of operation. God is one and made it all.

	- The best and highest pleasure is a God-centeredness that secular hedonists cannot imagine.


4. What the Bible says about creation is what grounds the notion of human accountability and responsibility.
	- Genesis 1 & 2 answers why we should obey God. He made me and I owe Him everything. When I don’t see it that way, I am fighting against myself and the God who made me. 


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?


___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 1
Genesis 1 & 2 say: God is eternal and He made everything good, including people. Therefore, people are significant, dependent on and accountable to God.

___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 1
Genesis 1:1 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Psalm 139:13-14 (NIV) 
13 For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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Sermon: The Bible says: We are made in the image of God!
Text: Genesis 1:26-2:25

A. Can we say that God’s creation of human life is to be distinguished from all the rest of His creation? (K.A. Mathews, New American Commentary Vol. 1A)
1. Ascending order of significance
2. Only creation act preceded by divine deliberation

3. Impersonal words become personal and relational words

4. Mankind alone is created in the “image” of God.
B. What does it mean to be created in the image of God? (Diane Chandler of Regent University School of Divinity)
1. Spiritual capacity
2. Emotional capacity

3. Relational capacity

4. Intellectual capacity

5. Vocational capacity

6. Physical health management capacity

7. Economic or resource management capacity
C. How does the work we do reflect our Creator? (The Image of God and Work by Dr. Glenn Sunshine, Published Date: August 30, 2010, BreakPoint)
1. God is a worker
2. Work was planned by God for mankind’s good

3. Work is the fulfillment of our nature as beings made in God’s image.

4. Work is so important that God had to tell us to take time off!

5. Our work is an act of sub-creation.

6. Work through stewardship both conserves what is there and develops it.
7. Work is a sacred act to develop culture and civilization.
