 Second Half 


       Sunday, April 17, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from Psalm 33:12-22
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 21 – CHAPTER 11B
The God Who Declares the Guilty Just
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

14. Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
15. Our grounding in Christ births joy in our hearts that sustains us through suffering!
16. Our faith is proved genuine as Christ empowers us through trials!
17. The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!
18. The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!
19. We will be empowered to live holy lives as we set our hope fully on the future grace of God!
20. The Gospel, the living word of God, changes lives and lifestyles!
Introduction
Chapter 11, The God Who Declares the Guilty Just. If we take that title literally, we might conclude that God must be unjust, for surely only an unjust judge would declare guilty people to be just. Isn’t it His job to declare the guilty guilty and to declare the just just? Mind you, that would be bad news for us because the Bible goes to great lengths to point out how universal and how repulsive all our sin is to God. If God declares the guilty guilty, we’re all damned. Yet, in fact, one of the most astute of Jesus’ earliest disciples, the Apostle Paul, goes to considerable lengths to explain how the cross itself shows God to be simultaneously just and the one who declares guilty people to be just. 
The God Who Declares the Guilty Just
Review
	- God sees our self-justification as one more defiance against Him.


Romans 3:21-26 in Light of Romans 1:18-3:20
	- Paul’s entire argument in Romans 1:18-3:20 is designed so show we are guilty. 

	- The Bible presents human beings to be horrible contradictions: we have so much potential and on the other hand we are corrupt, abusive and above all self-focused.

	- The heart of all evil is first of all human beings wanting to go our own way and disowning the God who made us. Romans 3:12, “All have … have … become worthless.” 


Romans 3:21-26

  1. The Revelation of God’s Righteousness in Its Relationship to the Old Testament (Rom. 3:21)
	- “But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been made known.” 

	- The law-covenant pointed forward to what is now being introduced by Christ. If the righteousness of God is now made known “apart from the law,” that very law bore witness to this new state of affairs and anticipated this day.


  2. The Availability of God’s Righteousness to All without Racial Distinction but on Condition of Faith (Rom. 3:22-23)
	- Grace is extended as far as the need, and the need is everywhere: Jew and Gentile alike.

	- God has made available the righteousness that we all so desperately need to all who believe because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.


  3. The Source of God’s Righteousness in the Gracious Provision of Christ Jesus as the Propitiation for Our Sins (Rom. 3:24-25)
	- “… all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”


   Redemption
	- Redemption = finally paying off a mortgage; after selling yourself into slavery, a relative comes along and buys you back, or redeeming you, freeing you from your slavery.

	- We have been bought back and as a result we have been freed from what would otherwise have enslaved us. We are justified freely by His grace … and declared righteous – when we are not. How is this possible?

	- “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement (propitiation), through the shedding of His blood – to be received by faith.” (Rom. 3:22-25)


   Propitiation
	- Propitiation is that sacrificial act by which God become propitious or favorable to us. He is set over against us in wrath, but now by this sacrificial act He becomes favorable to us.

	- Expiation is the act by which sin is cancelled, wiped out. The object of expiation is sin. The object of propitiation is God.

	- God presented Christ as a propitiating sacrifice. How can God offer a sacrifice that propitiates Himself? 

	- The word rendered propitiation is used two-thirds of the time in the Greek translation of the Old Testament to refer to the top of the ark of the covenant, where on the Day of Atonement the blood of the bull and goat was shed – precisely to turn away God’s wrath.

	- God does stand over us in wrath because we have marginalized Him. We have de-god-ed Him. God knows that it is for our good that He be at the center of absolutely everything.

	- You cannot have propitiation (turning aside God’s wrath) without expiation (canceling sin). The whole Triune God stands over against us in wrath and equally over us in love.


  4. The Demonstration of God’s Righteousness through the Cross of Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:25-26)
	- God set forth Jesus to be the propitiation for our sins to demonstrate His justice, not simply to love, forgive, or redeem us. If God had forgiven our sin without sin in any sense being paid for, where would the justice be?

	- In some deep way, God had left the sins of His own covenant people in the past still unpunished. But now in Christ on the cross, Jesus bears those sins as well as ours.

	- God gave His Son to be just and the one who declares just those who have faith in Him. “My sin is now viewed as His, and He paid for it. His righteousness is now viewed as mine.”


Romans 3:27-31

	- Paul underscores three emphases on faith. 


  1. Faith Excludes Boasting (Rom. 3:27; 4:1-2)
  2. Faith Is Necessary to Preserve Grace (Rom. 3:28; 4:3-8)
  3. Faith Is Necessary If Jews & Gentiles Alike Are to Be Saved (Rom. 3:29; 4:9-17)
A Final Word on Faith

	- We can easily misconstrue “faith” or “believing.” 1. Often viewed as the equivalent of “religion.” 2. Often thought of as something like personal, subjective, religious choice. However, not once is it ever used that was in the Bible. Not once. 

	- What happens to your faith if Jesus did not rise from the dead? 1. The first witnesses are all deceived or liars. 2. You are still lost. 3. Your faith is useless. Faith’s validation depends in part on the truthfulness of faith’s object. 

	- Faith is strengthened by articulating and defending the truth.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 11
Romans 3-5 says: Since Jesus died to take the punishment for our rebellion, God can declare us righteous on account of Jesus.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 11
Romans 3:23-24 (NIV) 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
Romans 4:5 (NIV) 
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 
Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, April 17, 2011
SESSION 21 – CHAPTER 11B
The God Who Declares the Guilty Just – Romans 3-5
Sermon: The Bible says: Jesus, through the Gospel, makes us into a people who display the glory of God by word and deed!
Text: 1 Peter 2:4-12
1 Peter 1:2 (NIV) (1.) (you) who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, (2.) through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, (3.) for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
The 5 Imperatives of 1 Peter 1 – 2:12 
#1. 1:13, Set your Hope     #2. 1:15, Be Holy in all you do.

#3. 1:17, Conduct your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. Home
#4. 1:22, Love one another deeply from a pure heart. Add a Hand to your Heart.  #5.  2:2, Be Hungry for God’s Word.
God’s Spirit takes God’s Word and changes us into God’s servants for God’s glory. 
Jesus is the living Stone 1. Chosen by God; 2. Precious to the Father; 
3. Rejected by men

Why must the One we are to come to for salvation also be the One who was rejected by men? We were part of the crowd who rejected Him. The sins He carried with Him to the cross were our sins!
As we live the Christian life we are re-enacting Christ’s life, 
including the portion of His being rejected by men, 
as well as being chosen by the Father and precious to Him.

It is in our constant coming to Jesus that we bow our stubborn wills to Him as our Supreme Master, readying ourselves to do His will.

Our Primary Sacrifice: Reverent Obedience. Obedience to Christ is the behavior of someone who has the life of Christ within them. 
Our lifestyle is a constant surrendering of our will to the Father’s will modeled after the way Jesus lived His life.

A people who once rejected their Savior would now be joined to God’s mission to keep offering true hope to those who are still rejecting their Savior. 

Remain hopeful 
that God’s message of hope 
will break through to set captives free.






















