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       Sunday, May 8, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from Psalm 119:169-176
_____________________________________________________________
SESSION 23 – CHAPTER 12B
The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People
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REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

14. Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
15. Our grounding in Christ births joy in our hearts that sustains us through suffering!
16. Our faith is proved genuine as Christ empowers us through trials!
17. The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!
18. The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!
19. We will be empowered to live holy lives as we set our hope fully on the future grace of God!
20. The Gospel, the living word of God, changes lives and lifestyles!
21. Jesus, through the Gospel, makes us into a people who display the glory of God!
22. By faith, Christ’s death is the means by which we are restored to our Great Shepherd!
Introduction
Chapter 12, The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People. In this talk I want to fill in a little of what the Bible says about the church. I am talking about God’s people, the church, not of course about church buildings. The Bible readily talks about God’s love for the church, about the church as an organism, a body, about how the church stands out as different from the world while bearing witness to the world and deeply concerned for it. The church is the only human institution that goes into eternity. While many today speak of how their brand of spirituality really doesn’t need the church or any form of organized religion, the God who is there in the Bible presents a startlingly different view of the church for which His Son shed His life’s blood.
The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People
Review
	- Where one sees that Christianity is being lived out in a fashion reasonably faithful to the Bible’s emphasis on salvation by grace, it ought to change everything. 

	- Tim Keller: “The people who are fanatics, then, are not so because they are too committed to the gospel, but because they are not committed enough.” 

	- The gospel is humbling. It does not make people arrogant. It transforms them.

	- The cross of Jesus is the ground of our reconciliation. God propitiates Himself.

	- Salvation is granted by grace alone and received by faith alone; Jews and Gentiles alike.


Ephesians 2:1-10
	- We need to be reconciled to this God; but we ourselves must be changed. There must be transformation. 


Ephesians 2:11-18
	- Not only was God reconciling them (Jew and Gentile) to each other and thus making peace, but reconciling them to God and thus making peace so that His wrath does not rest on us; all of this the cross achieves.

	- The Holy Spirit takes up residence in people’s lives, transforming them, giving power.

	- The Holy Spirit is the down payment or the deposit of the promised inheritance.


Ephesians 4:17-5:10
	- Eph. 4:24 … created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. The power of God in creation in Genesis 1-2 is now being displayed again in a new creation that is every bit as real as the first creation – not yet, but already working out in the lives of believers.

	- Eph. 4:25 …, for we are all members of one body. 4:30 you were sealed (by the Holy Spirit) for the day of redemption. He is already within you, He has already come as the down payment of the promised inheritance. 4:32 …, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. So we are again back at the cross.

	- God’s Spirit transforms us by bringing us back to the cross so that all of our morality is first and foremost a function of gratitude to God. If you begin to see just how much you were forgiven by what Christ did on the cross, how on earth can you possibly nurture bitterness toward others? If you see what is still in store for the future, what you have already received in part by the down payment of the Spirit who strengthens your moral resolve and gives you vistas of a new heaven and a new earth, how can you possibly be locked into the agonizing, painful, limited concerns of a world that will pass away? You are destined for eternity with God Almighty. That changes everything. The Holy Spirit whom Jesus sent empowers us to live in a way that is different from the way we lived before. (This is the language of our new birth)

	- Because we have received so much from God in Christ Jesus, how can we not also love? Thanksgiving is the underpinning of all Christian morality, not least our speech.

	- Eph. 5:5 Greed is idolatry because what you most want becomes your god. Idolatry is anything and everything that displaces God, that makes me try to find my identity and place in the universe by appealing to something or someone other than God. Greed itself establishes who our real gods finally are.

	- Biblical transformational Christianity gathers men and women together in the church, these people have been called out and under the lordship of Christ they look back to the cross and look forward to what is still ahead, wanting to find out what pleases the Lord.


Galatians 5:13-26
	- It is not enough for us to stand acquitted before God. We must also be transformed. God not only gathers His people into one community but also transforms them. “He breaks the power of canceled sin.” Christ’s Spirit gives us the incentive to “keep in step with the Spirit.”


Take Up Your Cross
	- If you are to be My disciple, you must be crucified too. We are to take up our cross and follow Him, coming under His lordship as He Himself obeyed His own heavenly Father. Without this transformation, so-called Christianity is not Christianity.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 12
Acts, 1 Corinthians – Jude say: God did not just declare us righteous, He is working by His spirit to make us into a holy people who obey Him.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 12
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV) 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-26 (NIV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV) 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, May 8, 2011
SESSION 23 – CHAPTER 12B
The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People – 
Acts, 1 Corinthians-Jude
Sermon: The Bible says: Our Holy-Spirit-transformed-lives are our best hope for silencing the naysayers!
Text: 1 Peter 2:13-25
What difference does it make to you that Jesus is King? Do you this day truly view Jesus as your King?
We are to be subject to all of God’s appointed authorities.
When Peter calls on us to follow Christ’s example in suffering . . . 1. fully feel the empathy Christ has for us when He became our substitute on the cross. 2. participate in the event of the cross by claiming Christ as our Savior, by attaching ourselves to our crucified Savior. 3. look at life from the big picture view where Christ is reigning now as King.

Our new birth in Christ changed everything. We have become totally new persons!
God doesn’t waste trials on us.
“Love suffers long.” To love someone is to willingly suffer them for a long time!
There must a loss of benefit somewhere when we choose not to be subject to the God-appointed authorities over us.
“Find a person who understands submission to authority and you’ll see a person who is humble, full of love, unselfish, accountable, and personally responsible.” Matt Holcomb 
Authorities have a God-given role to assist God in the sanctifying process of the believer!
3. When Peter calls on us to follow Christ’s example in suffering . . . Look at life from the big picture view where Christ is reigning now as King.
When we submit to Jesus as our ultimate King, we then have the resources to suffer long the authorities He has appointed over us to assist in His sanctifying, His setting-apart-work in our lives 
to make us more like Him.






















