 Second Half 


       Sunday, May 15, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from Ezekiel 36:22-32.
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 24 – CHAPTER 13A
The God Who IS VERY ANGRY
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

14. Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
15. Our grounding in Christ births joy in our hearts that sustains us through suffering!
16. Our faith is proved genuine as Christ empowers us through trials!
17. The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!
18. The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!
19. We will be empowered to live holy lives as we set our hope fully on the future grace of God!
20. The Gospel, the living word of God, changes lives and lifestyles!
21. Jesus, through the Gospel, makes us into a people who display the glory of God!
22. By faith, Christ’s death is the means by which we are restored to our Great Shepherd!
23. Our Holy Spirit-transformed-lives are our best hope for silencing the naysayers!
Introduction
Chapter 13, The God Who Is Very Angry. Quite frankly this talk’s topic can be terrifying; The God Who is Very Angry. Yet the fact remains that the Bible dares to mention the wrath of God more than 600 times. It never does so out of some vicious glee that smirks at mention of hell. No, the person who talks about hell most frequently in the Bible is the Lord Jesus Himself; the same Lord Jesus who weeps over the city. So, I beg of you not to skip this session. After all, we are not talking about merely abstract ideas of judgment, but the judgment itself that all of us human beings must face. We’re not evaluating an abstract notion of punishment in hell, we’re talking about something that will be in our own future if we do not embrace the escape that God has graciously provided. The Bible itself will drive us back from the portals of hell to stand in the shadow of Jesus’ cross and in the entrance to His empty tomb. Here, and here alone, we will be secure.
The God Who Is Very Angry
Introduction
	- Any residual ideas of God as a slightly sleepy grandfather figure and nothing more simply will not stand up to the way that the Bible portrays God’s righteousness, His sense of the most profound offense when His creatures wish to distance themselves from Him.


Revelation 14:6-20
	- One of the most frightening passages in the Bible is found in Revelation 14. Two sections: 1. the heralds (three angels) 2. the harvest (two metaphors about harvest). Both sections talk about judgment in frankly horrendous terms.

	- The literary genre of Revelation is often called apocalyptic literature with its symbolism and figures one does not find in other kinds of writing.


  The Heralds (Rev. 14:6-13) 
	- The first angel summons all mankind to fear God and worship Him. He issues a proclamation for people living on the earth. “He had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth.” But, what is this “eternal gospel” he is proclaiming?

	- View 1: v.7, “Fear God and give Him glory” The eternal gospel is some kind of generic idea like “you might not have heard of Jesus and might not have known the truth, but sort of worship the God who has manifested Himself in nature and you will be all right.”

	- a. the word “gospel” around AD 90 meant the great news of what God has done in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.

	- b. Revelation 4-5 shows us what the gospel really is. God is the God of creation, and the entire created order lives and moves and has its being because of Him. In Revelation 5, a scroll sealed with seven seals contains all of God’s purposes for judgment and blessing for the entire universe. But no one is found who is worthy to open the scroll. John, the author of Revelation, weeps because unless somebody breaks the seals, God’s purposes for judgment and blessing will not come to pass. History will become meaningless.

	- John is told to look to the lion of the tribe of Judah because He has triumphed in opening the scroll. When he looked he saw a lamb. The lion means “the one who comes from the royal tribe,” the tribe of David, the tribe of the Messiah. The lamb is a slaughtered lamb, a sacrificial lamb who comes from the center of the throne (Rev. 5:6) and is one with God Himself. God has ordained through His Son, this lion-lamb, to pay the price of sin.

	- View 2: from vv.6-7, it is not that v.7 gives us the content of the gospel. The content of the gospel is defined by Jesus on the cross and has already been laid out for us in Rev. 4-5. i.e. v.7 does not give us the content of the “gospel,” but the motive to respond to the gospel. People everywhere are called to respond in worship to their Creator.

	- The second angel announces the impending downfall of paganism. In the Bible, Babylon becomes a kind of symbol for paganism that runs amuck and is finally destroyed. Society set free from God is its own worst enemy.

	- The name of Babylon was still useful to refer to the city of Rome. This is an announcement of the impending destruction of every culture, not least Rome itself, that arrogantly sets itself up against God. Adultery becomes a figure of speech rejecting God.

	- The third angel portrays the torments awaiting those who worship the beast (14:9-11). The beast of Rev. 12:9 is the devil himself. Here the first beast is strong and powerful. The second beast is deceptive and a false prophet. The devil pretends to be God. The beast wants everybody to be stamped by his image and come under His sway and control.

	- God’s wrath is poured out in full strength. What does this mean? Most table wines that people drank in the ancient world were cut. In the past, God’s wrath has been diluted. But, “This is now the wine of God’s wrath poured out full strength.”

	- Meaning: There is enough awareness in these people of the angels and the Lamb to whom they no longer can have access, that that is part of their torment. There is no way out (14:11).


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 13
Revelation 1-20 says: If people do not accept the forgiveness that God has purchased at great personal cost through the death of His Son Jesus, God remains rightly angry at sin and will see justice done.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 13
Matthew 10:28 (NIV) 
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, May 15, 2011
SESSION 24 – CHAPTER 13A
The God Who Is Very Angry – Revelation 1-20
Sermon: The Bible says: God our Father disciplines us so we will bear the peaceful fruit of righteousness!
Text: Hebrews 12:1-17
Two Roads – 1. to destruction 2. to life.
Matthew 7:13-14
True athletes are fighters.
The stakes of this race are high
A pattern of rejecting the discipline of our Lord.

Choices have consequences.

Almost Christian by Kenda Dean






















