 Second Half 


       Sunday, May 22, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from Psalm 50:1-6, 14-21.
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 25 – CHAPTER 13B
The God Who IS VERY ANGRY
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
1. God exists and He creates!

2. We are made in the image of God!
3. Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

4. Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

5. The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

6. Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

7. God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

8. God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

9. God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!

10. The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
11. Our souls will only find true rest in God alone!
12. God humbles the proud!

13. Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

14. Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
15. Our grounding in Christ births joy in our hearts that sustains us through suffering!
16. Our faith is proved genuine as Christ empowers us through trials!
17. The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!
18. The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!
19. We will be empowered to live holy lives as we set our hope fully on the future grace of God!
20. The Gospel, the living word of God, changes lives and lifestyles!
21. Jesus, through the Gospel, makes us into a people who display the glory of God!
22. By faith, Christ’s death is the means by which we are restored to our Great Shepherd!
23. Our Holy Spirit-transformed-lives are our best hope for silencing the naysayers!
24. God our Father disciplines us so we will bear the peaceful fruit of righteousness!
Introduction
Chapter 13, The God Who Is Very Angry. Quite frankly this talk’s topic can be terrifying; The God Who is Very Angry. Yet the fact remains that the Bible dares to mention the wrath of God more than 600 times. It never does so out of some vicious glee that smirks at mention of hell. No, the person who talks about hell most frequently in the Bible is the Lord Jesus Himself; the same Lord Jesus who weeps over the city. So, I beg of you not to skip this session. After all, we are not talking about merely abstract ideas of judgment, but the judgment itself that all of us human beings must face. We’re not evaluating an abstract notion of punishment in hell, we’re talking about something that will be in our own future if we do not embrace the escape that God has graciously provided. The Bible itself will drive us back from the portals of hell to stand in the shadow of Jesus’ cross and in the entrance to His empty tomb. Here, and here alone, we will be secure.
The God Who Is Very Angry
Review
	- God is profoundly offended when His creatures wish to distance themselves from Him.


Revelation 14:6-20
	- One of the most frightening passages in the Bible is found in Revelation 14. 

	- The literary genre is often called apocalyptic literature with its symbolism and figures.


  The Heralds (Rev. 14:6-13) 
	- God’s wrath is poured out in full strength. God’s wrath has been diluted.”

	- Meaning: There is enough awareness in these people of the angels and the Lamb to whom they no longer can have access, that that is part of their torment. There is no way out (14:11).


  The Harvest (Rev. 14:14-20) 

	- The arrival of God’s judgment is depicted in two agricultural portraits.


    1. The Grain Harvest (Rev. 14:14-16)
	- The point: a set time is coming when the harvest will take place, and there is no escaping it. Life does not go on and on endlessly. History in the Bible is teleological – it is heading somewhere. When the Lord Himself swings His sickle, time as we know it will be no more, and judgment will be final.


    2. The Treading of the Winepress (Rev. 14:17-20)

	- Final vision: of the violent thoroughness of God’s wrath when it is finally poured out. This imagery is used to portray people being thrown into the great winepress of God’s wrath, people who are being trampled underfoot.

	- This is imagery, but not imagery of nothing. It is the violent thoroughness of God’s wrath when it is finally poured out.


Biblical-Theological Reflections on God’s Wrath
	- What shall we say? Hell is a place of temporary punishment. People lose consciousness and then annihilated ? It is cruel to think of hell at all. Just talk about the love of God?


  1. The Person in the Bible Who Talks Most of Hell is Jesus 

	- “Be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). There are no friends in hell. It is only manipulative if it is not true. It is unkind not to warn you.


  2. There Are Some Small Hints That This Place of Suffering Goes On
	- “The smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever” (Rev. 14:11). c.f. Rev. 20:9-10


  3. Any Christian Who Teaches on These Things without Tears Is Betraying Jesus
	- Eph. 2 “We are all by nature children of wrath.” It is only because of the grace of the gospel that we know anything different.


  4. Those in Hell Can No Longer Repent
	- Hell is not going to be filled with people who say, “I’m sorry. I repent.” Rev. 22:11, “Let those who are vile continue to be vile.” You remain in principle what you are already.

	- Hell is full of people who do not want to be there but who still do not want to bend the knee. For all eternity they still hate God.

	- Biblically faithful Christianity does not present itself as a nice religious structure that makes happier parents and well-ordered children and good taxpaying citizens. What hell measures is how much Christ paid for those who escape hell. The measure of His torment as the God-man is the measure of torment that we deserve and He bore. You will find it difficult to contemplate the cross for very long without tears.


Concluding Prayer 
	- Open our eyes so that we can see the eternal significance of the glorious gospel of Christ.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 13
Revelation 1-20 says: If people do not accept the forgiveness that God has purchased at great personal cost through the death of His Son Jesus, God remains rightly angry at sin and will see justice done.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 13
Matthew 10:28 (NIV) 
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, May 22, 2011
SESSION 25 – CHAPTER 13B
The God Who Is Very Angry – Revelation 1-20
Sermon: The Bible says: Our God is a consuming fire; Worship Him with reverence and awe!
Text: Hebrews 12:18-29
Hebrews 12:1-3 Throw off . . .  –  focus on Christ
Hebrews 12:4-11 Hardship of discipline
Hebrews 12:12-17 Self-discipline - finishing well
Hebrews 12:18-29 Mt. Sinai & Mt. Zion
What does it mean that we have come to Mt. Zion? 
1. We have come to a foretaste of the heavenly Jerusalem 

2. We have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly
3. We have come 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven
4. We have come to God, the Judge of all men
5. We have come to the spirits of righteous men made perfect
6. We come 24 to Jesus the Mediator of a new covenant
7. We have come to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel
12:25 Do not refuse Him who speaks! 
How do we today “refuse Him”? 

God will not be trivialized!





















