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A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

From 
Psalm 7:1-10:
_____________________________________________________________
SESSION 3 – CHAPTER 2A
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THE GOD WHO DOES NOT WIPE OUT REBELS
REVIEW
        The Bible says: God exists and He creates!

        The Bible says: We are made in the image of God!
How does Genesis 1 & 2 fit into the Whole Bible
and into Our Lives?
1. Without understanding how good everything is, we cannot fully grasp what happens in “the fall.”
2. The terminology for the Biblical vision of the future looks back to the old or first creation in Genesis 1 & 2.
3. God made everything, and we human beings who have been made in His image find our greatest fulfillment, purpose, happiness, and integrity in being rightly related to Him.
4. All of human accountability and responsibility before God is grounded in the first instance in creation. If we do not recognize this simple truth, then, according to the Bible, that blindness is itself a mark of how alienated from Him we are.
TODAY
How does the Bible answer the question: What is wrong with the world?

Gen. 2:17 records one prohibition that God gives to Adam and Eve: “But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will certainly die.”

Genesis 3 contains material that is absolutely essential to understanding the whole Bible.
UNDERSTANDING GENESIS 3
	The meaning of an analogous situation
A. a powerful man (David)

B. a weak man (The woman’s husband)

C. something desired (The woman) 
	- 2 Samuel 11 & 12: 

A. a powerful man (rich farmer) 

B. a weak man (dirt farmer) 

C. something desired (dirt farmer’s lamb) 

	- same essential ingredients; 
the stories are not exactly parallel.
	The story of Genesis 3: Sometimes stories get the gist of the thing right, but they are sufficiently symbol laden that you have to work your way through the details to understand the point.

	- This serpent may be the embodiment of Satan, or he may be the symbol of Satan, and the Bible doesn’t really care to explain which.
	


1. The Deceitful Repulsion of that First Rebellion (Gen. 3:1-6)
	- The serpent: Satan himself stands behind him. Smooth talk; deceptive; smart mouth.

	- Satan is NOT a kind of “anti-God” as God’s equal but polar opposite.

	- Even Satan is a dependent being, a created being.

	- Definition of “crafty.” Negatively: surreptitious, sneaky. Positively: prudent. 
Prov. 12:23, “A prudent man . . .” Same word used for “crafty.” 

	- Prudent to Crafty: The same virtue that was such a strength became twisted into a vice.

	- In speaking to the woman the serpent expresses just the right amount of skepticism, a slightly incredulous “Can you really believe that God would say that?”

	- Assumption: We have the ability, even the right, to stand in judgment of what God said.

	- The devil exaggerates (“any tree”) to cast God as the cosmic party pooper.

	- The woman exaggerates (“must not touch it”) to establish the meanness of the prohibition.

	- Satan declares the first overt contradiction of God (“You will not certainly die.” 3:4)

	- Satan makes a promise that is viciously deceitful – partly true and totally false. 3:5

	- The woman will KNOW EVIL by personal experience. Knows sin from the inside.

	- God KNOWS EVIL with the knowledge of omniscience. Knows sin from the outside.

	- The woman becomes “like God,” claiming the independence that belongs only to God.

	- To be like God by defying Him, even outwitting Him is an intoxicating program.

	- De-goding of God = “I will declare my own good. What You declare to be evil, I will declare to be good. What You say is good, I will declare to be evil.”

	- The serpent’s temptation is NOT just an invitation to break a rule! It is a revolution.

	- The “take and eat” language will be connected with salvation and forgiveness and transformation when Someone has died in our stead.


2. Initial Consequences That Erupted from This First Rebellion (3:7-13)
	A Massive Inversion

	God

Man

Wife

Created order

Serpent
	Serpent
Created order

Wife

Man

God

	- If God is the Creator and gives life, then if you detach yourself from this God, if you defy this God, what is there but death? He did not bring the universe and His own image-bearers into existence so that they might be completely autonomous from Him. If you pronounce your own good and evil and decide you want to be a god yourself, there is nothing but death.

	- You cannot cut yourself off from the God of the Bible without consequences.

	The results of displacing God with something else (or yourself)

	1. Eyes are opened; they know they are naked. They have something to hide: shame. 3:7

	- You cannot undo the loss of innocence. We cannot undo the defiance. We cover ourselves in shame. There is only one way forward – to the cross.

	2. The spectacularly wonderful pleasure of enjoying intimacy with God is broken. 3:8-10

	- Chasing after other gods is analogous to adultery in human relationships. We betray God.

	3. Perfect human relationships are broken. 3:11-12

	- “It’s not my fault, it’s . . . Yours, . . . his, . . . hers, . . . the devil’s.”

	4. We are left with self-justification to save ourselves, which is more evidence of idolatry.

	- Idolatry that is so impressed by self that it cannot readily admit guilt.

	Our only hope of being reconciled to God is for God to justify us; for God to vindicate us.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?


___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 2
Genesis 3-9 say: People rebelled against God by making themselves into false gods, leading to death. God punished people by banishing them from his presence but promised to save them in the future.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 2
Genesis 3:14-15 (NIV) 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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SESSION 3 – CHAPTER 2a
THE GOD WHO DOES NOT WIPE OUT REBELS – Genesis 3-9
Sermon: The Bible says: Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous! Text: Genesis 3:1-13 
What is wrong with us?
At the root of our problems is the entertainment of the idea to outwit God.
Genesis 2:15-25 


Genesis 3:1-13
3:1 The source of this deceitful question is the devil.

Satan had already rebelled against God.

His temptation accomplished a work of casting God in a bad light.

3:4-5 Satan knows what he is doing – telling lies and creating unwarranted suspicion.

3:6-7 With the seeds of Satan’s temptations planted in her heart, she saw that the tree was also desirable for gaining wisdom.

. . . an opportunity for gaining wisdom by displacing God. . .  idolatry.
3:8-11 The first cover-up!
Idolatry . . . had given them permission to disobey God.
Idolatry . . . brought an irreparable death to the intimacy they had with God.
Idolatry . . . broke their relationship with each other.
	The entertainment of the idea,
	. . . to outwit God
	Is nothing less than idolatry!

	the development of plans,
	
	

	the plotting of schemes,
	
	


Exodus 20:3-4


1 John 5:21

“Idolatry is anything we love and pursue in place of God.” Ken Sande
“An idol is something within creation that is inflated to function as God.” Richard Keyes
5 means of identifying idolatry
1. Scripture – Hebrews 4:12-13
2. Holy Spirit – Jeremiah 17:9-10; Psalm 139:23-24
3. Church – Proverbs 20:5; Proverbs 27:5

4. Circumstances – James 1:2-4; 2 Corinthians 1:9

5. Behavior – Galatians 5:19; Colossians 3:5

We are now prepared to cooperate with God’s solution 
to our biggest problem.
