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A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

From 
Psalm 72:11-20:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 6 – CHAPTER 4A
THE GOD WHO LEGISLATES
REVIEW
        The Bible says: God exists and He creates!

        The Bible says: We are made in the image of God!
        The Bible says: Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

        The Bible says: Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

       The Bible says: The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

INTRODUCTION
In this session we are asked to think hard about law in the Bible.
One of the most common objections against Christians in the West is that they are intrinsically narrow and bigoted. They hold that certain things are true and that their opposites are not true. This is arrogant; it is divisive.
Michel Foucault says: all claims to speak the truth are really claims of power; they are forms of manipulation. Instead of fostering freedom, they merely engender constraint and coercion. 

No community is completely inclusive.

It is impossible to be completely, endlessly open because even that endless openness is based upon the assumption that such endless openness is a good thing. In a finite world there are inevitably boundaries.
An appeal to truth is inevitable.

Today it is said that truth is shaped by community, merely what a group or individual perceives. Yet, in the end we cannot escape the notion of truth.

An endless openness toward freedom becomes a kind of slavery.

God legislates. God prescribes rules. God’s law is actually bound up with the joyous freedom of life lived under the God who made us.
The Bible’s Storyline from the Patriarchs to the Giving of the Law
	- The patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), having been called by God to constitute a kind of new humanity that would enter into a covenant relationship with Him.

	- God raised up a man named Moses, who through strange circumstances was brought up in the Egyptian royal court. He sided with his own people, killed an Egyptian and fled from Egypt for his life. He spent most of his life as a shepherd in the desert. At eighty God called him to go back and lead the people out of slavery, out of Egypt. Exodus 3:13-15

	- God gives Himself a name, “I AM WHO I AM.” God is what He is. He is the eternal subject. He is what He says He is, what He discloses of Himself.

	- On Mount Sinai, God constructs another covenant; . . . grounded in the promise of what God would do conditional merely on God being God. “I will bless you. I will secure you. I will raise up your seed, make you a great nation.” The Mosaic Covenant.


The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)
	- At the heart of this covenant is a group of verses that provide us with the Ten Commandments. Exodus 20:1-19

	- These Ten Commandments are divided into two parts: The first four – the people’s relationship with God. The second six – their relationships among each other.


Commandment 1: God’s Exclusiveness
	- “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Exod. 20:2).

	- God has brought them out of slavery. In the wake of this liberation, God says, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (20:3).

	- Exodus 22:20; 23:13; 34:14; Isaiah 45:5, 14).

	- a certain kind of jealousy to preserve the relationship is seen to be a good thing, a healthy thing, a wise reaction.

	- Genesis 3. The very nature of the first rebellion was idolatry, to deny who God is. It denies God’s role as Creator; it denies His exclusive function as sovereign sustainer of all of life. He is the Lord, who name is Jealous.

	- The first of the Ten Commandments enjoins us to recognize the exclusiveness of God.


Commandment 2: God’s Transcendence
	- “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below” (Exod. 20:4).

	- This preserves the distinction between Creator and created thing.

	- There is but one Creator, and He is to be distinguished from all of the created order. God must not be domesticated.


Commandment 3: God’s Importance
	- “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name” (Exod. 20:7).

	- In the ancient world, the name of a person was tightly tied to the identity and character of the person. To give glory to His glorious name is to give glory to God (Ps. 72:19).

	- Misusing God’s name diminishes God. But one might say, “I do not mean anything by it.” That is precisely why the usage is “profane,” that is common or cheap.


Commandment 4: God’s Right of Reign, Including over Our Use of Time
	- “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. . . .” (Exod. 20:8-11).

	- This pattern was established in creation. The primary motive is not only to live to the pattern but to preserve a day devoted “to the Lord your God” (20:10).


Further Observations
	1. The chapter begins, “God spoke all these words” (Exod. 20:1). He is still being presented as a talking God.

	2. These Ten Commandments have a central place in the old covenant.

	3. These first four commandments lead to the next six. Because God is who He is, because He is to be honored and revered, therefore we are to behave in a certain kind of way among ourselves..

	4. Above all, the Ten Commandments are related to God’s self-disclosure in a gracious redemptive act, the liberation of His people from slavery.

	5. For the most part, the Ten Commandments do not so much introduce new standards of behavior as codify the relationship that God’s covenant people are supposed to have with Him. 

	The laws of God, not least the Ten Commandments, do not have the power to transform us; they do not have the power to liberate us from our addiction to sin. They lay out the standards, and thus in a sense they underscore our failures and faults.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?


___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 4
Exodus through Deuteronomy says: God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt and gave them good rules to obey, promising they would prosper in their own land as long as they obeyed Him.

___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 4
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NIV) 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT


ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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SESSION 6 – CHAPTER 4A
THE GOD WHO Legislates – Exodus - Deuteronomy
Sermon: The Bible says: Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name! 
Text: Exodus 19:1-25
Exodus 1:6-13
Exodus 3:1-15

Exodus 17:1-6

Reasons for the revelation of this law
God reveals His vision for His people
God promises to give Moses credentials
What God is about to say needs our total and undivided attention.

He prepared the mountain and the people.
For the Lord speaks and He expects to be taken seriously.
Tremble with the fear of God.

God expects to be taken seriously. 

God expects to be heard. 

God expects to be obeyed.

“We will do everything the Lord has said.”
