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       Sunday, January 9, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 77:10-20:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 7 – CHAPTER 4B
THE GOD WHO LEGISLATES
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
God exists and He creates!

We are made in the image of God!
Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!
INTRODUCTION
“When people have lived under a decaying political regime characterized by increasing anarchy and its accompanying violence, unpredictability and injustice, what they begin to long for structure, law and order, accountability and the reliability of institutions made possible by wise legislation.”

In this session we are asked to continue to think hard about law in the Bible.
Not only is God the God who made everything, who does not wipe out rebels and who writes His own agreements, He is also the God who legislates. God prescribes rules. God’s law is actually bound up with the joyous freedom of life lived under the God who made us.
The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)

	- These Ten Commandments are divided into two parts: The first four – the people’s relationship with God. The second six – their relationships among each other.


Commandment 1: God’s Exclusiveness

Commandment 2: God’s Transcendence

Commandment 3: God’s Importance

Commandment 4: God’s Right of Reign, Including over Our Use of Time

The Most Holy Place (Leviticus 16)
	- The Ten Commandments are not the only kinds of laws that God gives – an entire structure of ritual.

	- God ordains that a tabernacle, a tent, be built, and it is to be built in a certain way.

	- A room three times as long as it is wide; the last third a perfect square, a perfect cube.

	- The first room, larger, is called the Holy Place; the second, hidden by a veil or curtain, is called the Most Holy Place.

	- Outside the tent a place for sacrificing animals; inside, a lampstand, bread set out week by week, and other matters.

	- Outside this tabernacle (tent) are various courtyards for people to gather. 

	- Inside the Most Holy Place is a box, the ark of the covenant or the ark of agreement. Inside the box holds certain elements including a copy of the Ten Commandments.

	- On top of the ark of the covenant something special takes place once a year. A special class of people carries out this activity, a priest from the Levites from the line of Aaron.

	- Once a year, the high priest takes the blood of a slaughtered goat and bull into the Most Holy Place and sprinkles it on the top of the ark. This is the Day of Atonement.

	-.Outside the tabernacle another goat has been taken out into the desert to wander away.

	- The sins of the priest, of his family, and of the entire people are transferred to this goat that then symbolically takes the sin away. The goat is released never to return.

	- The other two animals are slaughtered and their blood sprinkled on the ark, saying that someone has died – someone has paid the price of death – for the sins of the people.

	- All these details are picked up later in the Bible. The room as a cube, the ark (box), the blood of bulls and goats, and the role of the high priest’s role are all picked up later.

	- God has displayed Himself as a God who holds His people to account. How do you get back into the presence of this God? How can you be reconciled to this God? 


Exodus 32-34
	- The descent of Moses from Mt. Sinai. He brings down the 10 Commandments. They hear a lot of noise. “It is not the sound of victory, … defeat; it is the sound of singing …” 32:18

	- These people reduced God who had liberated them to an image of a calf. Not singing to worship the God who is there, but to a domesticated god that can be touched.

	- God threatens to wipe out the entire nation and start over again. 33:12-18 Moses says, “I didn’t choose them. I didn’t take them out of Egypt. I can’t change their hearts. They’re Your people. They’re not mine.”

	- If God does not manifest Himself in some way, if He is not present, then what is the point of the whole exercise?

	- There is not point in merely being different because we have rules. We must have God.

	- The word “Lord” occurs in small capital letters = the Hebrew four letters YHWH (Yahweh). “I Am who I AM.” 33:19-23

	- How do you deal with a God with whom you cannot barter, who has no needs?

	- Exodus 34:6-7 – One profound paradox in God’s self-description. 1. If God had not been compassionate and gracious, the human race would have ended at the end of Genesis 3. 

	- 2. God does not leave the guilty unpunished. He cannot pretend that sin is not there.

	- Sin is never merely individualistic. You cannot commit any sin, no matter how private, without repercussions not only in your own life but in the community where you live. God transcends time and space, and He can see the ramifications that you cannot see.

	- The priest says in effect, “We deserve to die. These animals died in our place.”

	- As important as it is . . . the law cannot finally save us or reconcile us to God.

	- “Pentateuch” = five books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

	- The law has provided the vehicle – a sacrificial structure – in which God disclosed Himself as the one who pursues His own people.

	- God’s desire to forgive is paired with His insistence that sin be punished.

	- NT book of Hebrews looks back to the old sacrificial system. “The sacrifice of a bull and a goat cannot ever deal finally with sin!”

	- The old Day of Atonement has been superseded because we have the ultimate sacrifice for sin: Jesus Himself, who shed His blood on our behalf.

	- The law pointed forward to the sole means of God reconciling rebels to Himself and brings together in Jesus the poles of Exodus 34:6-7..

	- Even in His legislation He points us to Jesus!




___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?


___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 4
Exodus through Deuteronomy says: God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt and gave them good rules to obey, promising they would prosper in their own land as long as they obeyed Him.

___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 4
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NIV) 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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Sunday, January 9, 2011
SESSION 7 – CHAPTER 4B
THE GOD WHO Legislates – Exodus - Deuteronomy
Sermon: The Bible says: God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
Text: Deuteronomy 1:19-46
The Lord’s Command to Israel
What did the test of spying out the land reveal?
Why is it important to review the history of God’s work in our lives?
How does God feel about disobedience, rebellion and grumbling?
Why is God’s presence so vital to true victory?

