 Second Half 


       Sunday, January 16, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 119:9-16:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 8 – CHAPTER 5A
THE GOD WHO REIGNS
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
God exists and He creates!

We are made in the image of God!
Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!

INTRODUCTION
“To get used to the frequency and ease in which God presents Himself in the Bible as King, demands that you try to understand what was expected of a king in the ancient world. The entire subject becomes more important yet when we recall how often Jesus Himself announced the dawning of the kingdom. It is impossible to gain much of a grasp of much of Christianity without tracking some of what the Bible says about such notions.

“Ultimately, Jesus is presented in the Bible as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. . . . What bearing does this have on our understanding God?”

The God Who Reigns

King or Monarch? Voltaire: he would be satisfied when the last king is strangled with the entrails of the last priest. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is a constitutional monarch – a polite way of saying that she does not have much real power. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is closer to an absolute kingdom. The kingdom of Thailand – the people cannot speak any word against royalty in Thailand.
God’s Kingdom over all
	- Perceptions of what we mean by “king” and “monarch” differ in different parts of the world.

	- In biblical times if you are a king, you reign. You have the authority. (Ps. 103:19)

	- (Daniel 4:35 – “He does as He pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.”) His sovereignty covers absolutely every domain. In that sense, you and I are in the kingdom of God whether we like it or not.


God’s Kingdom over Israel
	- The reign of God – is in fact very flexible in Scripture. In the Old Testament, once God has called His people to Himself, with the covenant with Abraham and then the covenant under Moses, God is still understood to be the king of His people.

	- You are under His kingship only if you belong to this covenant community.


The Book of Judges
	- After the people finally get into the promised land, they go through cycles . . . and they become virtually indistinguishable from the pagans all around them.

	- God then raises up a judge. This judge leads the people in renewal . . . they reestablish themselves and renew their covenantal vows to be faithful before God.

	- Then in another two or three generations, everybody forgets. A repeated refrain: “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit” (Judges 21:25).


Saul
	- Some people want a king so that they can be more like the pagan nations all around. But God says: “All right, . . . but you will be sorry!”

	- Saul is selected – but he becomes a corrupt, paranoid, fearful, brutal, and ungodly man.


David
	- God raises up another king. “Now let Me show you, at least in principle, what a good king would be like. Here is a man after my own heart. His name is David.”

	- David established himself in Jerusalem and brings a measure of order, peace, and prosperity (1 Samuel 16; 2 Samuel 1-5).


2 Samuel 7
	- David said to Nathan, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent (2 Samuel 7:1-2).

	- 2 Samuel 7:3-29; “The Lord Himself will establish a house for you: . . . He (David) is the one who will build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” The king was supposed to be God’s vice-regent . . . to mediate God’s justice to the people, to mediate God and His ways . . . . a remarkable set of relationships.


1. A King with Religious Initiatives Restrained (2 Samuel 7:1-11)
	- King David wants to do God a favor. The center for corporate worship for the entire nation is still this now slightly ratty tent.

	- God intervenes: “Not quite so fast. This is not the way it is going to happen. Why?

	- 1. God alone takes the initiative in these turning points in the story of the Bible (2 Sam. 7:5-7). God Himself takes the initiative to walk that bloody alleyway along (Gen. 15). God takes the initiative in Genesis 22 to provide a lamb. When God did take the initiative, Moses was not too keen on going. God will not share His glory with anybody else.

	- 2. God makes His servants great – not the other way around (2 Sam. 7:8-11). David is thinking he is going to do God a favor. God says, “You’ve got this entirely wrong. I make your name great. . . . You were a shepherd boy. I made you a king; your name will resound down the ages.”


2. A Dynasty with an Unending Promise Disclosed (2 Samuel 7:11-17)
	- God’s going to build a “house,” that is, a household, a dynasty for David.

	- 1. David is aware that his predecessor, Saul, started well and ended badly. No dynasty was established.

	-2. What does God mean when He says, “I will be His father, and he will be My son” (7:14)?

	- Physical descent old only part of the story; there was also the descent of work and identity.

	- You became identified not only by the family name but by the family’s profession. If you make peace, then in that respect at least you are acting like God. You are doing what God does, so you are acting like God and show yourself to be His “son.”

	- They are acting like the devil. That makes them sons of the devil. It is sonship language in respect to kings. When the human person takes on the throne of David, he becomes God’s “son.” (not born again.) He (the king) is now acting as God’s son in God’s place.

	- 3. Your throne will be established forever. 2 Sam. 7:16. God is saying that this dynasty will go on and on forever. Only two ways this is possible. A. Every generation produces a new Davidic heir. B. Have an heir in the Davidic line who Himself lives forever.

	- This promise is given around 1000 BC. Other promises: Isaiah 9:6-7, “a child is born, . . . a son is given. … He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom. The language is extraordinary: a son of David who is to be called “Mighty God” and “Everlasting Father.” Somehow there would be a Davidic descendant who Himself would rightly be addressed as none less than God Himself.


3. A King with Spectacular Privileges Humbled (2 Samuel 7:18-27)
	- David is hushed and crushed. Now it is all gratitude: “I do not deserve this.”


___________________________________________________________


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 5
Joshua through Esther says: God reigned over His people through the conquest of Canaan, by judges rescuing His people when they sinned, under a united kingdom and a divided kingdom, in a period of exile, and after returning from exile. God promised that David's son would reign over His people forever in the future.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 5 (1 of 4)
1 Samuel 8:7-8 (NIV) 
7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected Me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking Me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, January 16, 2011
SESSION 8 – CHAPTER 5A
THE GOD WHO REIGNS – Joshua - Esther
Sermon: The Bible says: God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!
Text: Joshua 1:1-18; Judges 2:1-23; 1 Samuel 3:1-21; 4:1-22
Three Stories of Transition - Joshua 1, Judges 2 and 1 Samuel 3 & 4. 
Moses to Joshua.      Joshua to Judge Othniel.      Judge Eli to Judge Samuel.
1. What do we learn about God during these transitions? 
2. What do we learn about the leaders of Israel? 
3. What do we learn about the people of Israel?
Joshua 1:1-18
v. 3 God’s Promises      v. 6 God’s Commands      vv.10-11 Joshua Obeys
Their confidence is rooted in relationship with the promise making God. Their assurance is grounded on the word of God. Their success is found in God’s presence and their obedience.
Judges 2:1-23
These Israelis had failed to instruct their children in the law of God.
Their failure started with their own compromising of God’s commands.
1 Samuel 3:1-21; 4:1-22
God seeks for persons who will listen to Him, trust Him and obey Him so that people within the sphere of influence of these obedient listeners would follow God as their king.

Disobeying God has severe consequences.
Samuel  -  listened to the Lord - trusted the Lord - obeyed the Lord. Therefore, Samuel could lead these people to follow God as their king.
1. God is committed to keeping His promise.
2. God works with a variety of sinners to carry out His commands that will lead to the fulfillment of His promises.
3. Human beings are incapable of persevering against the current of their own sinfulness. They are in constant need of God’s intervention.
