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       Sunday, January 23, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 80:7-19:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 9 – CHAPTER 5B
THE GOD WHO REIGNS
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
God exists and He creates!

We are made in the image of God!
Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!

INTRODUCTION
“To get used to the frequency and ease in which God presents Himself in the Bible as King, demands that you try to understand what was expected of a king in the ancient world. The entire subject becomes more important yet when we recall how often Jesus Himself announced the dawning of the kingdom. It is impossible to gain much of a grasp of much of Christianity without tracking some of what the Bible says about such notions.

“Ultimately, Jesus is presented in the Bible as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. . . . What bearing does this have on our understanding God?”

The God Who Reigns
From King David to King Jesus
	- About 1000 BC. Then, after several centuries, the Davidic kingdom becomes corrupt. Two generations later, after King Solomon, the kingdom splits: northern (Israel) and southern (Judah) kingdoms. David’s line rules only the south.

	- Two and a half centuries go by – northern kingdom never established a dynasty. It is a brutal mess with many forms of idolatry. The leaders are carted off into captivity under the Assyrian Empire (721 BC)

	- Another century and a half goes by, the Davidic dynasty itself is destroyed (586-7 BC). The Babylonians take over. Leaders are taken into exile under the Babylonian Empire which replaced the Assyrian Empire.

	- Persia conquered Babylon in 539 BC. Thus, they are living under the Persian Empire. Cyrus gave permission for the Jews to return to Judah and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. God brings some back, only about 50,000. They rebuild the temple. (516 BC) This structure is a pathetic little affair compared to Solomon’s temple. There is still no king.

	- Persian rule gives way to Greek authority and then to the Roman Empire which brings us from BC to AD. And still there is no restored Davidic king on the throne.

	- The New Testament opens with the first line of the very first book: “This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1). The fulfillment of the promise of the Davidic king. Messiah (Hebrew) = Christ (Greek), meaning “anointed.”


Four Perspectives on the Kingdom
	- Jesus announces the dawning of the kingdom

	- View 1: The kingdom that is embracing this world with both good seed growing and weeds growing up together. The kingdom includes everyone.

	- View 2: John 3. The notion of the kingdom where not everyone is in it. You are either wheat or weeds. It is a subset of God’s reign, of God’s rule, of God’s kingdom where there is life. Here only those who are born again can enter or see this kingdom. The kingdom includes only those who are born again.

	- View 3: The kingdom has dawned, having its effect. The kingdom that is already here.

	- View 4: The kingdom is what comes at the end when there is a final consummation and tremendous transformation. The kingdom that has not yet come.


How our Christian experience is like World War II’s D-Day

	- D-day, June 6, 1944. All the lines and trajectories were converging, the war was over. But, did that mean Hitler said, “Oops, I miscalculated” and pleaded for peace?

	- The gap between D-day and VE-day (Victory in Europe) is the experience of Christians.

	- Our D-day: the coming of Jesus, His cross and resurrection. (Matt. 28:18) He is the king. Does that mean the devil says, “Oops, I miscalculated. I had better plead for peace”?

	- We have some of the fiercest fighting left because Jesus has not yet defeated all His enemies. God’s sovereignty is mediated through king Jesus. You are in his kingdom, in the new-birth sense, or you are not. In the sense of Jesus’ total reign, you are in his kingdom whether you like it or not. Do you bow the knee now or wait until the end in holy terror. Christian VE-day is coming. There is no doubt who will be seen to be king on the last day.


Jesus is King with all of God’s Sovereignty Mediated through Him

	- “For He must reign (in this fashion, fighting with and for His followers) until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).

	- From Genesis 1-3, this massive rebellion that tried to de-god God, a rebellion that brought only death and decay. Against this stands Jesus Christ. King Jesus has already beaten death, and He continues as God’s own king in David’s line. Isaiah 9:6. He will reign until He has destroyed the last enemy: death itself.

	- We need a king – one who is perfectly righteous, who cannot be corrupted, who is entirely good, in whom there is never any taint of evil. He powerfully saves and transforms His people, who come to Him and gladly acknowledge His lordship. Hail, King Jesus.


God Never Stops Reigning
	- When God finds His image-bearers revolting against Him, He has the power to crush the revolt entirely, but instead He continues to reign in such a way that many of His revolting image-bearers are reconciled to Him, transformed, happily bowing under the lordship of Jesus. If we may speak of God “regaining” His kingdom, or of His kingdom coming, we quickly have to add that at one level God never stops reigning. God’s kingdom coming in its fullness means that within the sway of His reign His will is done perfectly without being contested. In the new heaven and the new earth, not only will his will be done perfectly, but His people love to do His will and delight to be under the sway of Him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb. (The God Who Is There, Study Guide, pp. 46-47.)


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 5
Joshua through Esther says: God reigned over His people through the conquest of Canaan, by judges rescuing His people when they sinned, under a united kingdom and a divided kingdom, in a period of exile, and after returning from exile. God promised that David's son would reign over His people forever in the future.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 5 (3 of 4)
2 Samuel 7:12-16 (NIV) 
12 When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before Me; your throne will be established forever.’ ” 
Isaiah 33:22 (NIV) 
22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is He who will save us. 
Psalm 47:7-9 (NIV) 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to Him a psalm of praise. 8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on His holy throne. 9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, January 23, 2011
SESSION 9 – CHAPTER 5B
THE GOD WHO REIGNS – Joshua - Esther
Sermon: The Bible says: God honors those who humbly confess their sins and pray for His provision to do His will!
Text: Nehemiah 1:1-2:10
· God is committed to keeping His promise.
· God works with a variety of sinners to carry out His commands that will lead to the fulfillment of His promises.
· Human beings are incapable of persevering against the current of their own sinfulness. They are in constant need of God’s intervention.
Nehemiah had a heart for the things of God.
He was physically and emotionally moved by this news.
(Am I pushing away some people that God intends for me to welcome into my life?)
He was committed to involve God in what was now his personal sorrow.

Nehemiah is making his case for why he believes he deserves to be heard.

A model prayer
Great reverence and honor
Sincere confession
Prays it back to God

Appeals to God’s desire

Urges God to listen
God likely expected Nehemiah to reflect well on Him.
· Keep our hearts open to people and to needs that God wants us to welcome into our lives.
· Maintain a humble disposition towards God and people.
· Frame our requests within the desire of God

